132           THE METHOD  OF DARWIN.
No one was more thoroughly convinced of the necessity of clear-cut theory for accurate observation; and he frequently expressed himself to that effect. His son says of him, "He often said that no one could be a good observer unless he was an active theorizer."* He said himself, " I am a firm believer that without speculation there is no good and original observation." * "It is an old and firm conviction of mine that the naturalists who accumulate facts and make many partial generalizations are the real benefactors of science. Those who merely accumulate facts I cannot very much respect." 3
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